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Troop Meeting    
April 9, 2009 

 

Flags will be done by 
SCORPION 

PATROL, who should 
arrive early and stay 
late for set-up/take-

down duties. 
 

Full Class A Uniforms, 
Gentlemen! 

 

 

 

 
 

How are you doing on 

those new medical 

forms?  See archived 

info on our Troop 

website: 

www.troop81.org  
 

 

 
 
 

Welcome to Spring!   
Welcome new Scouts! 

Last month we held our NEW PARENT Meeting Night.   
We have ~15 new Scouts joining the Moose Patrol. 

 
  Please take a moment to greet our new Scouts and their 

families when you next see an unfamiliar face.  
 

 New rosters will be printed and distributed at the Spring 
Court of Honor (May 28th). 

 

 
 
 

Full Details for New Parents* are on the last page of 
this newsletter.  Welcome to Troop 81! 

*  we encourage ALL families to read through this info, tho!  

 
THIS WEEK’S TROOP MEETING:  Scouts, 
we’re having a map reading session.   

Learn what you don’t know…share 
what you do….  Next week 4/16:  

note venue change!  (see next pg) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MTG. CALENDAR 
 

NEW INFO IS IN RED 
 
Apr 9:  Troop Mtg 
(Scorpion)  Map reading. 
 

Apr 16:  Troop Mtg 
(Viking)  At Von Oven! OA 
tapout!  Meal planning for 
Lincoln Pilgrimage.   
 

Apr 23:  Troop Mtg  
(Wolverine)  Fire building 
+ cooking contest. 
 

Apr 30:  Troop Mtg  
(Blackhawk)  Monthly 
Advancements Night. 
LAST night to turn in 
paperwork for Spring 
COH!!! 
 

May 7:  Troop Mtg.  
Caving campout demo; 
meal planning. 
 

May 14:  Troop Mtg.  
First Aid Competition. 
 

May 21:  Troop Mtg.  
Advancements!  Meal 
planning for weekend. 
 

May 28:  Court Of Honor, 
River Glen Church. 
 

June 4:  Sports+Outdoor 
Troop Mtg.  Class “B” 
uniforms begin. 

TROOP 81 
BOY SCOUTS 
River Glen Church 
Naperville, IL 

 
WWW.TROOP81.ORG 

 
 

LAST WEEK’S Troop Announcements 
 

• LAST CHANCE!  St Thomas Easter Vigil:  Mr. Bainbridge has a sign-
up sheet to participate in our annual fire building for St. Thomas’ 
Easter vigil service, Saturday April 11th, approx 7 pm (for ~an hour).  
Class A’s.  Service hour(s) earned. 

 

• ONLY CHANCE!  The troop has also been asked to present the colors 
on Tuesday April 14th for the annual state-wide township meeting for 
Naperville Township.  Full Class A uniform is required.  There is a sign-
up sheet at Thursday meeting with full details.  Service hour(s) earned. 

 

• Tent Demo:  We had a lengthy demonstration on proper tent set-up 
and maintenance during our last meeting.  Any questions, ask your 
Quartermaster or see Mr. Bainbridge.   

 

• Advancements:  We held our monthly advancement night on March 
26th.  The next advancement night is April 30th.  

 

• Summer Camp Registration Packets:  Mrs. Fosler has these 
prepared for scouts as well as those parents who signed up to attend!  
Pick up yours on Thurday.  

 

• Health & Medication Forms:  Mrs. Nagy is collecting these.  No form 
= no camping.  So, please attend to this!  ☺ 

 

• Aviation Merit Badge:  The airport fieldtrip is April 18th.  Those 
attending received a separate email.  See Jackson M for details. 

   

• Take a HIKE!  Mrs. Draper has a 10-miler planned for Sunday May 3rd 
at Greene Valley area.  Any Scout can sign up – not just those 
completing their Hiking Merit Badge.  Permission slip due Apr 9. 

 

• Ride a HORSE!  Mr. Pronger has a new date for this horsemanship 
merit badge trip:  Sat May 23rd.  Space is available.  Cost is $50. 

 
All previous newsletters are archived here: 
http://www.troop81.org/information.htm  

 
 

  FUTURE Troop Campout & Activity Info 
 

• Apr 24-26 2009:  Lincoln Pilgrimage @ Springfield IL.  Info here:  
http://www.alincolnbsa.org/pilgrimage/index.htm   

 

• May 2 2009:  River Glen Workday   
 

• May 15-17 2009:  Caving-aving-aving Campout-out-out at Mississippi 
Palisades.   

 

• June 5-7 2009:  Service Project weekend at Owasippe.  Parents welcome!  
This is a great opportunity to see the camp before attending summer camp. 

 

• June 27-July 4 2009:  Summer Camp at Owasippe! 
 

• August 7-8 2009:  Troop 81’s 75th Anniversary Celebrations!  Come join 
us at Von Oven Scout Reservation, downtown Naperville. 

 

• NEW September 25-26-27:  Regional Jamboree at Oshkosh, WI, 
experimental aircraft grounds. 

 



 

EAGLES’ CORNER 

Who:  You! 

What:  Brent N’s Eagle 
Project. 

When:  Fri, April 10th  
from 9am to 6pm, and 
Sun April 19th from 
11am to 6pm.  

Come whenever is 
convenient! 

Where:  1329 Marengo 
Ct. Naperville, IL. 

Why:  To help a fellow 
Scout, earn service hours, 
and FREE FOOD!!! 

Bring:   work clothes, 
power sanders (with 
paper), and safety 
goggles! 

 

Questions:  See sign up 
sheet at Troop Meeting or 
ask Brent himself. 

 

THE USEFUL MOOSE NEWS COLUMN IS BACK! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Thanks, everyone,  
for an enjoyable Basic Training Weekend! 

 
Mark May 28th on your calendar now– this is our Spring 
Court of Honor (think mini-Blue&Gold) & this will be 
our Troop’s first opportunity to recognize the work your 
son has done to make his first (and possibly second) 
rank advancement.  More details coming. 
 

If you missed the March 26th NEW PARENT Meeting 
Night, please see Mr. Greg Pronger or Mr. Stephan 
Ginell for an update. 

 
Full Details for New Parents are on the last page of this 

newsletter.   
 

Welcome to Troop 81!  
 

 

Have a question you’d like answered here in this column?  Contact 
Lisa Schweitzer, your weekly E-News editor.  Contact details are in 
your Troop Roster.  

 
 

KEEP CURRENT WITH YOUR TROOP 
 

 
Our next Troop Committee Meeting will be Sun, May 3rd, 7 pm at 

River Glen Church.  All adults are welcome…and there’s always 
FREE FOOD served.  

 
 

THINK AHEAD:  4/30 Advancement night – This will be your last 
opportunity to turn in advancements and to hold Boards of Review for 
rank advancements, in order to receive at the 5/28 Court of Honor.  
Scouts (not parents) should contact their mentors, their merit badge 

counselors, and/or Mrs. Huston (Boards of Review coordinator) to 
complete the requirements. 

 
 

NEXT PLC meeting is probably on Sunday May 3rd.  Listen at 
Troop Meeting for details.  ALL Scouts in leader-ship 
positions to attend, and any Scout Star rank and above is 

welcome.  
 

 
“KNOW YER KNOT!”   (Oh yes I am!)  I came across this super-cool website that 
shows you how to tie knots step by step.  Check it out!   Click on a knot you want, then 
scroll over the slides to animate the tying.  Enjoy!  ☺ 
http://www.animatedknots.com/indexscouting.php?LogoImage=LogoGrog.jpg&Website
=www.animatedknots.com  
 



 

YOUR 
OWASIPPE  
TO-DO LIST! 

(~ 11 weeks ‘til 
departure) 

 

 
 

FIRST:  Summer 
Camp Registration!  
For those Scouts who 
turned in Count Me In 
forms, Mrs. Fosler 
prepared a complete 
summer camp 
registration packet for 
you.  If you did not pick 
this up in March, please 
see her for your 
personal copy!  Payment 
and all paperwork due 
May 16th! 
   
SECOND:  Get your 
physicals and medical 
forms completed!  
Complete details are on 
our website AND in 
previous newsletters.  
These newsletters are 
archived on our website:  
www.troop81.org under 
“Troop Information.” 
 
Questions?  Contact 
Mrs. Lisa Fosler. Her 
contact details are in 
your Troop Roster. 

 

MERIT BADGE REQUIREMENTS CHANGING - The 2009 Boy Scout 
Requirement book is now available at the scout shops. There are no 
rank requirement changes for 2009, but the requirements for the 
following merit badges have been revised:  Automotive Maintenance 
(formerly Auto Mechanics), Cinematography, Drafting, Emergency 
Preparedness, Engineering, Farm Mechanics, Insect Study, 
Motorboating, Pottery, and Radio.  In addition there have been minor 
requirements updates for Archery, Coin Collecting, Collections, Indian 
Lore, Painting and Swimming.  The official requirements for merit 
badges may also be found at the http://www.scouting.org web site. 
When starting a merit badge, scouts must use the latest requirements 
for that badge.  However, if the requirements change after a scout has 
begun working on a badge (with the counselor), the scout may chose to 
either continue to use the original requirements in effect when he started 
the badge or use the new requirements. 

HELP OUT A SCOUT – Mr. Marineau received a note from a scout looking for a 
little help with a project.  (Mr. B bets if you asked nice, Zachary may even send 
you a copy.)                                                                                                          
“Hi, my name is Zachary B. and I am the Chaplain's Aide for Troop 8.  I am 
putting together a prayer book for my Troop so we have a resource to use for 
camp outs, meetings etc. The problem is that I'm not getting a big response so I 
need your help.  If anyone has a prayer or grace that they use for camp outs, 
meetings, church, their family or whatever could you send it to me at 
zjb7@aol.com so I can include it in my book? I thought maybe some of you who 
have gone to Philmont or other Boy Scout events or high adventures might know 
some.  Thanks!”  

FOX VALLEY AERO CLUB ANNUAL KIDS FLY - The 
Fox Valley Aero Club is offering a free Kids Fly to 
introduce them to flying Radio Control airplanes. The 
event is being held at Fox Valley Club Aero Field 
located on Karl Madsen Road, South of Route 38, 1/4 
mile West of Peck Road. The Kids Fly is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 16, 2009 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 
There are 2 scheduled sessions from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM and from 1:00 PM to 
3:00 PM. A demonstration fly will be held from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM. For more 
information, please visit there website www.foxvalleyaero.com/. 

GREATER CHICAGO SOAP BOX DERBY ROOKIE RACE - 
The Greater Chicago Soap Box Derby Association will be 
conducting its 2009 Rookie race on Sunday April 19 at 11:00 
am.  Race location will be in Naperville on Frontenac.  This is a 
free race that is for any boy or girl ages 8 - 17 who has not 
participated in a soap box derby race.  Cars will be provided for - 
you do not need to provide a car, they will provide them for you.  

However if you do have your own car and would like to try it out you are more 
than welcome to bring it.  In order to participate in this race you must register in 
advance.  Registration forms and additional info is available on the website below.  
Please call Stan Iglehart, Race Director at 630-841-8832 or email him at 
stanleyi@sbcglobal.net if you have any additional questions. For more 
information, please see www.chicagosoapboxderby.org . 



NEW PARENT INFO! 
 

Moose Basic Training was held in March and covered the following activities:  setting up 
tents…taking down tents…setting up tents in the dark…how to care for equipment…building safe 
campfires…handling lanterns, camp stoves, and cooking equipment…handling knives, axes, and saws 
safely…how to organize a Patrol cookbox …cooking, washing dishes, and stowing equipment in our trailers.  
*WHEW!* 
 

• As you can see, this was a VERY important campout for new Scouts!  Your Scout will earn his 
Fireman’s Chit and Toten’ Chit as a result of attending this campout.  This allows him to carry and 
use knives and attend campfires safely.  Consider laminating these cards as they tend to go 
through the wash a few times, when stowed in the uniform shirt pocket! 

• An important handout is available:  “Boy Scout Campout & Outdoor Equipment Recommendations.”  
Your Scout will not be allowed to camp without the correct equipment and/or clothing for his safety 
and the Troop’s safety.  A checklist of equipment is on our website, or contact either Mr. Pronger or 
Mr. Ginell for a copy. 

• It is required that your Scout camp with the Troop at least 3 times before venturing off to Summer 
Camp (and we HIGHLY recommend he attends Summer Camp this June/July!).  This is to prevent 
home-sickness and for everyone to get to know your Scout. 

• All Scouts are required to wear their complete Class A uniforms to our Troop Meetings…to travel in 
Class A’s (minus slide & scarf) to/from campouts…and wear Class B shirts/hats while in camp.  This 
is also for safety reasons.  Our red shirts/hats really stand out! 

• Class B shirts are available to order.  Order form will be on our website soon.  Two to three Class 
B’s are needed for Summer Camp. 

• IMPORTANT:  Be sure to put Scout’s name on EVERYthing.  EVERYTHING!  All Scouts have the 
same handbook, hat, scarf, etc.  Putting your Scout’s name on EVERYTHING ensures it gets back to 
him when lost.   FINALLY:  Let your Scout pack his gear himself so he knows what he has and 
where it is stowed!   

 
Mr. Tony Wycklendt is our Merit Badge Counselor coordinator.  We request that you consider signing 
up to be a M.B.C. for an area of interest to you.  We always need MB Counselors!  Contact him for details. 
 
Mr. Dan Cronin is our Troop Committee Chair.  Everyone is invited to our Committee Meetings, held 
(usually) the 1st Sun eve of each month.  They are kept to 1 hour and there’s always FREE food!  
 
Mrs. Marge Dunning and Mrs. Beth Schwartz are our Activity Chairs.  Although the Scouts plan the 
events they want to attend, Marge & Beth coordinate the permission slips, arrange tour permits, ensure 
sufficient drivers are available, and maintain emergency calling trees.  They will always contact you about 
1 hour prior to the arrival of the Scouts back from campouts so you’re not waiting at Hill unnecessarily.  
Be sure to have correct phone #s on the permission slips…and notify these ladies of any changes to your 
Scout’s plans. 
 
Mr. Jim Simnick is our Troop Treasurer.  Each Scout has a Scout Account, like a bank.  Scouts receive 
Troop funds when they participate in our Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser.  (Note Saturday November 7th on 
your calendar now!)  NO Scout will be turned away from ANY activity due to lack of funds.  If you are in 
need, please contact Jim for a confidential scholarship.  
 
Mrs. Lisa Schweitzer is our Troop Newsletter Editor.  Newsletters come out weekly and are posted 
on our website (www.troop81.org).  If you’re on our emailing list, you will get a weekly email with a direct 
link to the latest newsletter.  Our email list is also used for making important last-minute announcements. 
 

And finally, and certainly not least:  Mr. Tim Maurer is our ScoutMaster! 
 

On behalf of the entire Troop, “Welcome to Troop 81!” 
 


