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Troop Meeting    
June 4th, 2009 

 

Flags will be done by 
WOLVERINE 

PATROL, who should 
arrive early and stay 
late for set-up/take-

down duties. 
 

Class B Uniforms are 
worn for the summer, 
starting this Thurs. 

 
 

 

REMINDER: 
 

Bring any 
sporting 

equipment you 
might want/need 
for Thurs’ sports 

night at 
Brookdale School. 

 

OUTDOOR SPORTS NIGHT!  
 

We’re meeting out the back of Brookdale 
School for an outdoor games night this 
Thursday.  (No meeting at River Glen.) 
 

Here are the details: 
• Yes, there will be flags.  Yes, 

Wolverine should arrive early. 
• Directions:  from the Church parking lot, turn north onto 

River Rd and take the immediate 1st left (Redfield Rd) – 
follow Redfield ¼ mile to the school (it’ll be on your left). 

• You may wear your Class B (but remember your hat). 
• We’ll have softball, soccer, and other pick-up games.   
• We will have Patrol Time – we’ll finalize plans for our 

Owasippe Service Project Weekend.   
• Philmont crews bring packs & gear for pack inspections! 

 
 

SPECIAL NOTES ABOUT THIS COMING WEEKEND 
 

• Note our earlier departure time from Hill.  The journey is long and 
we need to get on the road as early as possible.  
So, meet at 5.30; depart by 6 pm Friday! 

 

• This is a service project weekend – please bring 
work gloves to protect your hands and leaf rakes - put your name 
or initials on EVERYthing! 

 

• Scouts MUST be wearing their hiking boots in the parking lot…and 
we travel in Class A uniforms (everything but neckerchief/bolo). 

 

• Bring an extra $5-10 cash for fast-food lunch on Sun. 
 

• Philmont Crews should bring their packed backpack for training. 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MTG. CALENDAR 
 
NEW INFO IS IN RED 

 
 

June 4:  Sports Night + 
Outdoor Troop Mtg @ 
Brookdale School. 
(Wolverine)  Class “B” 
uniforms begin.   
 

June 11:  Troop Mtg.  
Open fire cooking 
competition. (Blackhawk) 
 

June 18:  Troop Mtg. 
Tent assignments for 
Owasippe. (Eagle) 
 

June 25:  Troop Mtg. 
Last mtg B-4 Owasippe. 
(Moose)  Advancement 
night for summer camp 
merit badges; FINAL 
PREP! 
 

July 2:  NO meeting! 
 

July 9:  Troop Mtg. Troop 
+ Patrol Elections! 
(Scorpion) 
 

July 12:  Troop 
Committee Mtg/BBQ. 
 

July 16:  NO meeting! 
 

July 23:  Troop Mtg. 
(Viking) 

TROOP 81 
BOY SCOUTS 

River Glen Church 
Naperville, IL 

 
WWW.TROOP81.ORG 

 

LAST WEEK’S Troop Announcements 
 

• Class B’s:  This coming Thursday Scouts may wear their Class B 
uniform to meetings (through August).  If your Class B shirts have not 
yet come in, please wear either your Class A shirt or any bright red 
shirt.  Don’t forget your hat!  

 

• Awards:  Be sure to read Mr. Maurer’s summary of this past Court of 
Honor ceremony (page 4).  In addition to the rank and merit badges, 
here are some additional recognitions: the Viking Patrol earned it 
Honor Patrol award; all Moose Scouts earned their Toten and Fireman’s 
Chit; and the Moose Patrol announced its leadership:  Patrol Leader = 
Alexander H.; Asst Patrol Leader = Luke D.; Cook = Austin H.; and QM 
= Daniel R.  Bill Marineau, Tiger Harris, and Geoff Dubbins were 
recognized for their dedication to our Troop.  Scouts who completed 
the arduous 21 mile Lincoln Trail hike received not one, but TWO cool 
patches!   

 

• Awards 2:   If you did not attend the Court of Honor, contact your 
mentor to receive your badges and patches. 

 

• Awards 3:  Your newsletter editor, Lisa Schweitzer, was recognized by 
the troop for her dedication to the newsletter with the troop’s Silver 
Acorn Award. 

 

• Philmont:  Your transportation fees were deducted from your Scout 
Accounts, unless you gave Mr. Marineau a check.  Bring your fully 
loaded for pack inspection this Thurs.  

 
FLAG DAY CEREMONY:  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
We have been asked to participate as the color guard for 
a Flag Day ceremony for the Naperville Township, on 
Sunday June 14th.  Full details are on the signup sheet at 
Troop Mtgs – only 1 week left! – service hour(s) can be 
earned.  See/contact Mr. Bainbridge. 

 
  FUTURE Troop Campout & Activity Info 
 

• NOTE THE TIME!  June 5-7 2009:  Service Project weekend at Owasippe.  
Parents welcome!  This is a great opportunity to see the camp before 
attending summer camp.  Friday, meet at 5.30; depart is 6 pm. 

 

• June 27-July 4 2009:  Summer Camp at Owasippe! 
 

• July 9 2009:  SPL and Patrol Elections – plan ahead!  After this meeting 
we will meet every OTHER week:  July 23; Aug 6; Aug 20.  (There are 
therefore NO troop meetings July 16, July 30, Aug 13.)  

 

• July 12 2009:  Troop Committee BBQ.  Details coming. 
 

• August 8 2009:  Troop 81’s 75th Anniversary Celebrations!  Come join us 
at Von Oven Scout Reservation, downtown Naperville.   

 

• September 25-26-27:  Regional Jamboree at Oshkosh, WI, experimental 
aircraft grounds. 



 
KEEP CURRENT 

WITH YOUR 
TROOP 

COMMITTEE 

 
 
Committee Members 
and ASMs: please 
reserve July 12th for 
our annual post-
Owasippe celebration.   
 
Our next Troop 
Committee Meeting 
will be on July 12th as 
well.  (All other business 
over the summer will be 
handled at regular Troop 
meetings.) 
 

 
 

 
So we got your 
attention again! 

We still need shoppers 
to purchase the 
Troop’s food for the 
Saturday night we 
arrive at summer 
camp, and the first 
Sunday breakfast and 
lunch. 
 

Contact Dan Cronin 
or Tim Maurer if you 
can help with this. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
URGENT:  IS A MEDICATION CARD NEEDED FOR THIS WEEKEND? 

 
OK…ONE LAST TIME!  It is an important camping event 
this weekend because the Scouts are going up to 
Owasippe.  This is about a 6-hour drive away from home. 
 
If you STILL haven’t gone to our Troop Website to 
download your Medication Permission Slip, please do so 
before Friday’s departure.   

 
Medication Cards are needed for ANY medication (even over-the-counter 
items such as Benadryl, Motrin, etc.) that your son might need on ANY 
Scouting event.     
  
Use the Med Card for regular medications, or for seasonal or one-off events 
such as infections and allergies.  Put all meds in a zip-lock bag, labeled with 
Scout’s name, along with the Med Card.  Refrigeration is available if needed.  
 
Download your copy today!  Here is the direct link:  Medication Card  

 
USEFUL MOOSE NEWS! 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This column is specifically for new Scouts, but seasoned families might find 
an antler tip in here too!  See archived, back issues if you missed a week. 
 
At the Court of Honor last Thursday, your Scout may have 
received his first badge of rank.  This is pinned to the 
Scout’s uniform on the night, upside down.  Ask your Scout 
to explain why this is so, and have him explain when he 
may turn his new badge right-side up. 
 
Then, later, maybe you can take some time to teach your 
son how to sew on his own badges – this is becoming a lost 
“art”, but not in Scouting!   
 
Your son’s Owasippe Service Project Weekend permission 
slip was due last Thurs – if you are able to attend this 
campout with your son, you will have great insight into his 
summer camp experience later in the year.  It’s a beautiful 
place.  We know many of you cannot take a full week off to 
attend camp with us.  So if you can spare just a weekend, 
this was a great one to choose.   
 
Have a question you’d like answered here in this column?  Contact Lisa 
Schweitzer, your weekly E-News editor.  NOTE her new email address!!!! 

  
 

EAGLES’ CORNER 
 

Did you check out the NEW patio installed adjacent to 
the Church parking lot?  It’s the handiwork of Aaron 
M’s Eagle Project – and thanks to all who helped! 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER CAMP 
COUNTDOWN 
Only 4 more meetings 
until we depart for 
Summer Camp.  

 THAT’S just over 3 
more weeks! 

 
NO CELL PHONES 

ALLOWED AT 
OWASIPPE – SEND  
LETTERS INSTEAD!   

 
Mark June 20th and 
June 29th on your 

calendars now.  Start 
mailing your letters and 
cards to your Scout 

~June 20th so he will get 
his at the first mail call.  
Mail no later than June 
29th to be safe.  See 

details here:  
http://www.troop81.org/
documents/2009_Owasi

ppe.pdf 
 
 
 

 
 

A FEW WORDS FROM SCOUTMASTER MAURER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Last Thursday we held our Spring Court of Honor.  For some of 
you, this was your first Honor Ceremony with our Troop.  May 
there be many others. 
 
There were 32 Scouts recognized with various rank 
advancements:  from becoming Scouts, through Tenderfoot, 
2nd Class, 1st Class, Star, and Life; and even 2 Eagle Scouts 
who earned their Bronze Palms for going beyond the Eagle 
rank.   
 
Nearly 70 Merit Badges were awarded. 
 
And 75 Scouts and 19 Adults received annual Service Stars 
for their time invested with Troop 81. 
 
Scouts do the hard work to earn these achievements, sure, 
and should be proud of their accomplishments.  But the adults 
who support them in their work should be equally proud. 
 
If you had a hand in helping a Scout (or several) achieve any 
goal in scouting, please accept my sincere thanks for making 
Troop 81 successful with the opportunities we can offer.  There 
are so many of you, that to name you specifically, I would 
surely miss someone. 
 
My message continues to be simple:  get involved with 
scouting – why would you want to miss this opportunity to 
see for yourself how much your son can grow?  It will feel 
great when one of the Scouts that you helped is called up to 
be recognized in front of us all at our next Court of Honor. 

 
 

NEW TROOP ROSTERS ARE HERE! 
 

Did you pick up your personal copy of our Troop Roster 
at the Court of Honor last Thurs?  If not, please collect at 
the next Troop Meeting.  And, help us keep down our 
postage costs by arranging your son or a neighbor to 
pick up your copy if you are unable to attend our 
meetings.  Thank you, Mr. Rypka, for entering and 
double-checking all of the new/changed entries! 

 
 

A SCOUT IS:  PREPARED 

Keep your rain gear and flashlights with you at all times 
during our rides to campouts (not stowed in the 

trailer/Mini-Me).  If you don’t know, ask why you need to do this. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Scouts!  Here’s a 
chance to earn 
your Disabilities 
Awareness Merit 
Badge on June 12 
 
At last year’s picnic Mr. 
Joe Harrington com-
pleted 55 Disabilities 
Awareness Merit Badge 
Blue Cards!  So, by 
request he will once 
again, in conjunction 
with the annual picnic 
for the disabled (see 
info next page), be 
hosting a Disability 
Awareness Merit Badge 
Clinic on site Friday 
only June 12th at 
approx 7:00 pm.  
(There will NOT be 
sufficient time on Sat to 
conduct another Clinic – 
just Friday.)  So, Scouts 
should come prepared 
by completing pre-
requisites 4 and one 
from 5, (if you choose 
option 5b, the 8 hour 
volunteer time can be 
achieved by helping Fri 
&/or Sat)  facilities and 
personnel will be 
present both Friday & 
Saturday to fulfill ALL of 
the other requirements.  
Bring your blue cards 
properly filled out. 
 
Contact Mr. Harrington,   
joe@hbscomputers.com 
or 630-707-0200 for more 
information. 

 

ONLY TWO SPOTS LEFT!  DON’T MISS OUT!   
~ 2010 NATIONAL JAMBOREE ~ 

 

An event this big only comes around once every 
hundred years! 

 

We are fortunate to have the local Jamboree 
Coordinator right here in our Troop…Mr. Joe 
Harrington.  He can answer all questions you might 
have about this exciting upcoming event, celebrating 
100 years of Scouting.   Here is the website link 

(with a cool countdown calendar): http://www.bsajamboree.org/ 
 
 
PRACTICE SWIM TEST DATE SET:   WED JUNE 17th  
Any Scout who wants to practice for his Owasippe swim test, please 
meet at the Brookdale Pool (Brookdale Rd, 
between Preston and Bainbridge Dr.) at 6.30 pm.  
Please bring $3 to cover the guest fee.  See Mr. 
Pronger for details. 

 
 

TROOP HORSEBACK RIDING TRIP 
 

A couple of Saturdays ago (5-23-2009), 13 Troop 81 scouts traveled to 
Wellgreen Farm in Downs, Illinois (about a 15 minutes 
east of Bloomington) for a day of horseback riding and 
earning the Horsemanship Merit Badge.   Mr. Pronger 
writes:  “Luck was with us, with a cool bright day to 
learn about horsemanship. The program was run by 
Ms Marjorie Gillmore (owner of the farm and a 
certified horseback riding instructor and BSA 
councilor), and with a number of assistants offered to the 
scouts a full program with a strong focus on developing an 
understanding of horsemanship from riding, to care, and even 
incorporated an introduction to training.  Scouts and parents all had a 
great time (and all scouts completed the merit badge). 
 

“Attending scouts were; Alexander H., Garrett G., Ben G., Srijan K., Alex K., 
Andrew N., Alex P., Daniel R., Zach R., Bradford W., Cameron W., and Mitchell 
W. 
  

“Much thanks to the parents attending and driving; Mr H., Ms N., and Ms W.” 
 

You can view all the photos taken from this trip here:    
http://www.kodakgallery.com/ShareLanding.action?c=7eb6lih.b78jmfph&x=0&h=1&y=-
olbc9h&localeid=en_US&cm_mmc=site_email-_-site_share-_-core-_-view_photos_button  

 

 



Annual Three Fires Council / 
Alhambra 

Picnic for the disabled  
Wants Troop 81 

Friday June 12th &  
Saturday June 13th 2009 

 

Troop 81 made a great showing at this event last year with many of our boys earning 
their Disabilities Awareness Merit Badge along with earning those required service hours 
for their next rank advancement. 
 
Once again Three Fires Council and the International Order of Alhambra have teamed up 
to put on this spectacular event.  We anticipate once again that attendance will be in 
excess of 1000+.  That is where Troop 81 comes in.  In order to put on an event of this 
magnitude, we need help.  In 2007 we had about 80 Boy Scouts and leader volunteers. 
In 2008 we had just over 200 Scouts and leaders from 7 different Councils lending a 
hand.  Every year we have several Troops camp over night and even more helping for 
the day.   
 
We desperately need help setting up Friday June 12th from 10:00am to 5:00pm.  As in 
years past, we need help setting up 100s of chairs, moving tons of charcoal, moving 
pallets of bottled water, etc.  Then on Saturday June 13th, 8:00am 5:00pm to  we need 
help working games, serving food, making popcorn, passing out prizes and take down.  I 
guarantee you will be touched by this experience not to mention all the fun you will 
have. 
 

Anyone from Troop 81 is welcome to camp overnight for FREE.    
Free food for all on Saturday.  

  
That’s FREE FOOD and FREE Camping!   

You can’t get both of those at a Committee Meeting. ☺☺☺☺ 
 

Uniform will be Class A with Troop 81 hat.   
  

Location:  Montalbano Furniture Company 
  3000 St. Charles Rd. 
 Bellwood, IL  60104 

 
Let us know if you would like to be part of this or another one of these memorable 
events in the future by emailing Joe at joe@hbscomputers.com or calling him directly at 
630-707-0200. 
 
 


