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Troop Meeting    

January 21, ‘10 

 

 

 

 

Flags will be done by 

EAGLE  PATROL. 

Full Class A uniform.  

 

 

 

 

 REMINDING:   
 

 

PLC Meeting is 

THIS Sunday, 

Jan 24th @ Mr. 
Harrington’s 

house, 3-5 pm. 

  
 See page 5, below, 

for details. 

A FEW THINGS FROM THE SCOUTMASTER 
 

Klondike at Owasippe 
Thanks to Mr. Maurer and our 

outgoing SPL Tommy D. for planning 
and coordinating a great Klondike 

this past weekend.   28 Scouts and 
10 Adults earned the Polar Bear Award!!!! 

 

Honor Patrol Opportunity 
At the District Klondike Jan 30th 

 

If you missed the Klondike at Owasippe last weekend, you still 
have a chance to be in the cold for the day.   The district Klondike 
that we normally attend will be held on January 30th at Green 

Valley Forest Preserve in Naperville.  If any scout would like to 
come out and help work our emergency shelter station and cook 

for the WEBELOS and for the adults eating with our troop, please 
let Mr. Harrington know as soon as possible.  Patrol leaders, you  

may want to consider this for your Honor Patrol activity.    
Troop 81 will be there on Saturday only to run one of the stations 

and to serve lunch to any scout or adult from Troop 81 along with 
visiting WEBELOS Scouts.  There will be a FREE Lunch for scouts 

and adults from Troop 81. 

 

Senior Patrol Leader 

Thank you to Tommy D. for an outstanding run 
as SPL.  He did a great job.  With that, I welcome our 
new SPL Chris D.   As I’ve mentioned at previous PLC meetings 

Chris D. and his parents will be sitting down with me this week to 
discuss his vision of the future success of our troop. 

  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MTG. CALENDAR 

 
NEW INFO IS ALWAYS 

IN RED – note the change 

to Patrol rotations 
 

 

Jan 21:  Troop Mtg 

(Eagle)  Patrol Elections! 
 

Jan 24:  PLC Meeting + 

Junior Leadership 

Training, 3-5 pm, Mr. 

Harrington’s house. 
 

Jan 28:  Troop Mtg 

(Scorpion)  Merit Badge 

Nite Part II.   
 

Jan 31:  Winter Court of 

Honor, Longwood School, 

4 pm. 
 

Feb 4:  Troop Mtg 

(Viking) Troop Committee 

Mtg as well.  All parents 

welcome! 
 

Feb 11:  Troop Mtg 

(Wolverine) 
 

Feb 18:  Troop Mtg 

(Blackhawk) 
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WHAT DID I MISS LAST WEEK?___________ 
 
 

Whew, we did a LOT. 

• We held SPL elections:  congrats to Chris D! 

• We recognized outgoing SPL Tommy D.  

• We started Part I of our merit badge clinic. 

• SPL Chris D asked interested scouts to see him about leadership 

positions.  These will be announced this week. 

• Four scouts passed their Boards of Review – see separate info, below. 

• Next PLC meeting, combined with Junior Leadership Training, is Jan 24th – 

see details below on page 5.  

 
All previous newsletters are archived here: 
http://www.troop81.org/information.htm 

 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS! 
 

Four scouts passed their Board of Review last week:  
Sriram K (Wolverine) is now Tenderfoot rank; Jared L 

(Viking) is now Star rank; Kevin D (Eagle) earned his 
2nd Eagle Palm; and Eric K (Eagle) is now a Life Scout.  

Well done, everyone! 
 

Scouts:  if you need a Board to achieve your next rank, 
contact Mrs. Huston.  Her contact details are in your troop 

roster. 

 

 

 

2010 Troop Campout & Activity Info 
 

 

• January 30 – “Klondike” Redux – at Green Valley F.P. – come help! 
  

• January 31 - Winter Court of Honor – Longwood Elementary    
 

• February 19-21– Skiing campout, Sundown Mtn.  
  

• March – ‘Think Spring’ at Governor Dodge State Park, WI. 
    

• April 16-18 – Illinois Caverns; camping at Camp Vandeventer. 
 

• May – Pause for Patriotism 
 

• SUMMER CAMP!  Our Owasippe dates are tentatively June 26th ���� July 

3rd. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



        

SSSSSSSSCCCCCCCCOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUUTTTTTTTTSSSSSSSS::::::::                 
WWWWWWWWHHHHHHHHAAAAAAAA’’’’’’’’ZZZZZZZZ        UUUUUUUUPPPPPPPP????????        

        
        

 
    
    

THIS THURSTHIS THURSTHIS THURSTHIS THURS::::    
    

We’re holding 
elections for Patrol  elections for Patrol  elections for Patrol  elections for Patrol  
positionspositionspositionspositions…AND…  

 
 

 …Troop positions Troop positions Troop positions Troop positions 
of responsibilityof responsibilityof responsibilityof responsibility will 
be assigned and 
announced by your 

SPL Chris D. 
    

 
 
 
 
 

 

WINTER COURT OF HONOR__________________ 
 

Our next Court of Honor will be held  

Sunday, January 31st 2010. 
 

Contact Mrs. Sherri Nagy if you can help:  
ceg@wideopenwest.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

UPDATES From Your Committee Chair_______ 
 

 

You’ve probably noticed a change to our troop 
communications.  The newsletter will now be published 

every other week instead of weekly.  We’ll move back 
to a once-a-week newsletter for summer camp and for 

fundraising information. 
 

Emails will continue to be sent out at any time, if urgent information or 
last-minute events arise. 
 

Remember that our next Committee Meeting will be during a regular 
troop meeting, on THURSDAY, February 4th, 7 pm, River Glen Church.  

All adults are welcome, even if you’re not a member of the committee.  
Free food?  You betcha!  

 ~ Dan Cronin 
 



 

EAGLES’ UPDATE 

 

It’s official!  The last 
3 Eagles conferred 

in 2009 were:   

Chris D, Mike H, 
and Matt M.  

Well done, Scouts.   
There is a complete 

list of T81 Eagles on 
our website. 

 
Reminding:  

A special joint Eagle 
Court of Honor, 

Saturday Feb 6th 
for Patrick F 

(Scorpion) and 
former T81 scout 

Jay H, now in T140, 

Wisconsin.  RSVP 
by Feb 1, please.  
If you have lost your 
invite, email/call Lisa 
Schweitzer – she can 

give you details. 

 
Save the Dates:   

 

Matt M’s Eagle Court 

of Honor will be 
Saturday Mar 6th, 

2.30 pm at Good 

Shepherd Lutheran. 
 

Chris D’s Ceremony 

will be Saturday Mar 
27th at St Thomas.  

More details coming. 

 

 

2010 NATIONAL 
JAMBOREE 

 

 
Last chance to sign up to have a 
Scouting experience of a lifetime. 

 
   
Don’t find out after the fact that you should have gone.  This truly is a once 
in a lifetime opportunity to attend the 100th anniversary of scouting’s 2010 
National Jamboree. 

 
Mr. Harrington has been appointed as the Scoutmaster, along 
with Mr. Loback as one of the assistant Scoutmasters for 
National Jamboree Troop 1011.  We have 8 boys already 
signed up from Troop 81 and Mr. Harrington has arranged 
that all the Scouts from Troop 81 be assigned to this troop. 
 
Three Fires Council is sending only five contingent troops of 

36 boys and four adult leaders.  That means that only 180 scouts from our 
entire council will be able to attend.  That averages out to less than 1 boy 
per troop over the entire council.    Dates are July 26 – Aug 4th and 
includes a few days of touring Washington DC. 
 
Don’t let this opportunity slip away only to hear what a fabulous time your 
fellow patrol mates had after they return.  On line registration can be 
accessed by visiting http://www.bsajamboree.org/register.html and paying 
the $10.00 registration fee.  You will then print out this registration form 
then ask Mr. Harrington to sign the form.  Once that is done, you will turn 
your signed application and a $100.00 deposit to the council office.  Total 
cost will be $2100.00.   All information can be found at the National 
Jamboree website can be found at http://www.bsajamboree.org/ 
 
So, be sure to see Mr. Harrington at any of our Thursday night meetings or 

call him at 630-707-0200 or email  joe@hbscomputers.com with any 
questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SCOUTS… 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

…keep working 

on your merit 

badge 
requirements!  

Part II of our 

‘clinic’ continues 

Jan 28th. 

   

 
 

Want to try 
something a little 

different? 
 

See the next page 
for some ‘new’ merit 

badge opportunities! 

MORE INFO FROM SCOUTMASTER HARRINGTON: 

 

Senior Patrol assignments / 

Patrol Elections 
 

Remember, Senior Patrol positions of leadership responsibility 
assignments will be made at this Thursday's meeting as well as 

individual patrol elections conducted during patrol time.   

Remember, in order to receive credit for time of service in these 
positions for rank advancement you must participate.  You are not just 

attending for your own good:  the other scouts in the troop and patrols 
elected you and therefore are depending on you to fulfill your 

responsibilities.  By not participating, you are not only depriving 
yourself of valuable leadership experience, but you are letting down 
your fellow scouts as well.   

My philosophy is High Expectations and Standards = High Success.   I 
am not here to lower the standards to achieve success. 

 
You are expected to do the following at a 75% attendance rate for 

each: 
--Attend Troop Leader Training at the next PLC meeting to become 
trained for your position Jan 24th from 3:00 - 5:00pm at Mr. 

Harrington’s house.   If you don't know your 
responsibilities and expectations, how can you 

fulfill the role?  Attend and find out. 
--Attend regularly scheduled PLC meetings 
--Attend Troop meetings 

--Attend Campouts & Summer Camp 
 

Troop leader training will be conducted as part 
of the next PLC meeting where each of the 
newly assigned / elected scouts filling a 

leadership position will be trained.  Each will 
be provided with a list of expectations and 

responsibilities.  Don't let your fellow scouts down.  Attend and earn 
your "Trained" patch for your uniform. 

 
 

 



NEW!….Well, er…….”Olde””Olde””Olde””Olde”    actually… 

Historical merit badges help Boy Scouts celebrate Scouting’s past 
 

Check out these new old historic merit badges that YOU can earn. (We are told that they can 

count as electives toward advancement).   But be aware that they must be earned between now 
and 31 December 2010, and then they are history once again.   Although a merit badge book 

will not be produced, Mr. Harrington has the list of requirements for each if you are 
interested. 
 

 
 

 

  

 

A merit badge called Computers would sound just as crazy to a 1910 Boy Scout as a merit badge 
called Tracking sounds to Scouts today. That’s because the BSA’s list of available merit badges 

has evolved through the years as the interests of boys have changed.  
 
In honor of the BSA’s 100th Anniversary, though, today’s generation of Scouts will get the 

unique opportunity to experience some of the activities their predecessors enjoyed. That’s 
possible thanks to the BSA’s new Historical Merit Badge Program, a set of four discontinued 

merit badges that today’s Scouts can earn.  
 
Boys can earn any or all of these merit badges: 

 
Signaling  

• First offered in 1910 and discontinued in 1992.  
• Sample requirements: build a simple buzzer or blinker capable of sending Morse code 

messages, and send a message of at least 35 words; send and receive messages using 

semaphore flags at a rate of at least 30 letters per minute.  

 

…Continued, next page…. 



Tracking  

• First offered in 1911 (as Stalker merit badge) and discontinued in 1952.  
• Sample requirements: recognize the tracks of 10 different animals; give evidence to show 

you have tracked at least two different kinds of birds or animals, documenting their speed 

and direction.  

Pathfinding  

• First offered in 1911 and discontinued in 1952.  
• Sample requirements: be able to guide people to important places within a three-mile 

radius of your home; submit a scale map of your community.  

Carpentry  

• First offered in 1911 and discontinued in 1952.  
• Sample requirements: demonstrate the use of tools, such as a miter and bevel; build a 

simple piece of furniture for use at home.  

 
Sounds like a blast, right?  

But there’s one catch:  Boys must start and finish all requirements within the year 2010.   
So if you built furniture for your patrol kitchen at last years summer camp, you can’t use that 
product for the Carpentry merit badge.   

Don’t delay, after Dec. 31, 2010, these merit badges will go back on the retired list.  
 

 

 

 


